
  

“A country’s greatest investment lies in building generations of  
educated and knowledgeable youth”  

–HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
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ABOUT US 
 
WEYAKUM, meaning ‘WITH YOU’ in Arabic, is an 
Emirati social enterprise with a mission to lead 
positive change and deliver value to the UAE 
society by equipping Emiratis with the skills 
necessary for a successful professional journey.  

WHY WE DO IT? 
 
We believe that contributing to the nation’s efforts to 
create a more competitive Emirati work force will 
lead to inclusive and sustainable economic growth 
and decent work for all.   
 
“We want all Emiratis to make a valuable 
contribution to their nation’s growth by building 
their knowledge and applying their talent with 
innovation and drive” United in Knowledge, UAE 
Vision 2021. 
 

HOW WE DO IT? 
 
We explore and identify the interests and 
aspirations of Emiratis at the university level all the 
way through to young professionals in their early 
30s and offer our full support to realize their 
professional goals whether it is to start a social 
enterprise, pursue graduate studies, work at an 
international organization or the private sector; 
whatever their goals, together, we turn them into 
reality! 
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We are playing our part at WEYAKUM  
to contribute to the  

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  
 

…And we are starting right here in our beloved UAE! 
So we are asking  

YOU  
to support us through our journey as we strive to play our part in making 

our world a better place! 
  

 

Goal 4: Quality education  

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all 

Goal 5: Gender equality    

Achieve gender equality and empower 
all women and girls 

Goal 8: Decent work and economic 
growth    

Promote inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, employment and 
decent work for all 
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Here’s a look at Weyakum’s  
UN Young Professionals Programme 
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The UN’s YPP is a two-year, full-time, international programme 
aimed at graduates under the age of 32, giving them an equal 
opportunity to join the UN by selecting different participating 
countries each year as well as job families. 

  

  

United Nations Young Professionals Programme 
(YPP) 

All About the Programme 

Creating History! 
See more at: The National 

Why I’d like to join the 
UN! 

CLICK on the videos below to hear these talented 
Emiratis  
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The UN’s YPP is a two-year, full-time, international programme aimed at graduates under 
the age of 32, giving them an equal opportunity to join the UN by selecting different 
participating countries each year as well as job families. 

  

  

United Nations Young Professionals Programme (YPP) 

All About the UN Programme 

Creating History! 
See more at: The National 

Why I’d like to join the UN! 
CLICK on the videos below to hear these talented Emiratis  

http://www.thenational.ae/uae/encouraging-young-emiratis-to-get-involved-with-the-un
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WtumO68cZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAX7o57OJYQ
http://www.thenational.ae/uae/encouraging-young-emiratis-to-get-involved-with-the-un
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WtumO68cZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAX7o57OJYQ
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• Promoting gender balance by empowering 

Emirati women from all over the UAE to 
participate  
 

• Equipping Emiratis with lifelong professional 
skills through the following services: 

 
• professional cover letter & cv writing 
• mock interviews & examinations 
• motivational talks 
• job research skills 
• & much more… 

 
Emiratis can use these acquired skills to apply to any 
job in the future! And many of them have successfully 
done so already! 
 
In the long run, our programme leads to the 
diversification of Emirati nationals’ skill set; 
they gain experience within different entities of  
the UN (e.g. sector-specific: health, education, 
food security, humanitarian assistance) 
 
 

Our Nation Wide UN Awareness & Training Campaign!  

“We want all Emiratis to make a valuable 
contribution to their nation’s growth by building their 
knowledge and applying their talent with innovation 

and drive” 
United in Knowledge, UAE Vision 2021 

  

IMPACT on Emiratis? 
Our UN training sessions go BEYOND 
preparing Emiratis for just the UN;      
they equip our youth with lifelong 
professional skills!  

We made sure to make a stop in EVERY EMIRATE in 
order to give all Emiratis an equal opportunity to apply! 

And we did so by holding sessions at Emirati owned 
businesses!  
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"The United Nations is seeking to increase the number of Emiratis working for the organization.  One way to join the 
United Nations is to take the Young Professionals Programme (YPP) recruitment examination.  In this regard, we highly 
appreciate the efforts made by Weyakum, under the leadership of Ms. Ameera Amir, to attract, inform and encourage 
qualified young Emiratis to participate in the YPP.  Her efforts have been instrumental in increasing the number of persons 
from the UAE who applied for the examination in 2014 and we are grateful for her continued efforts to encourage more 
Emiratis to participate in 2015."  

BY THE NUMBERS 
  

John Ericson 
Chief, Outreach Unit Strategic Planning and  
Staffing Division Office of HR Management  

United Nations 
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Snapshot of our other programmes... 

Promoting Tolerance: Understanding Ramadan in Abu Dhabi  
Click here to watch the video  
  

  

Helped set up Enable, an agricultural social 
enterprise powered by those with special needs. 
100% of Enable proceeds will be used to fuel its 
operations and 15% of each product sold will go 
back to the special talent that produced that 
particular product.  

  

Worked with Kalimati and transitioned them from 
a charity to a social enterprise and gain access 
to funding for expansion. It is now the first 
communication & rehabilitation center in the 
UAE for the deaf. 

We had the pleasure of working with Yousef Al 
Eghfeli on his Master’s application for admission to 
the School of International and Public Affairs at 
Columbia University, New York… Here he is, 
accepted & about to begin his 2015 academic 
year! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPT-Tbywcgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPT-Tbywcgg
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TESTIMONIALS 

What Emiratis Say About Us! 
Mariam Al Qassimi, Sharjah “Finding Weyakum was such an exciting and spontaneous experience. In fact, I had the 
impression that it found me! The accessibility and wide spread presence of it on social media facilitated my engagement with it. I 
soon realised that there was something to do for anyone from very diverse educational and professional backgrounds. I 
contacted Ameera and the speed and enthusiasm of her response made me feel immediately welcome and comforted! Working 
with her was a great pleasure, as she made sessions and points of contact available for applicants from all over the UAE. Not 
only this, but she made sure we were clued in on application dates, deadlines and structure. She coordinated meetings and 
went out of her way to make the program more accessible to applicants of very different educational backgrounds. During 
sessions, we could interact with each other and there was a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere. She made sure we felt that 
we were capable of reaching our goals and this was definitely a big positive point as I have been feeling really unsure about my 
future and career for quite a while. When the deadline approached, she was available to talk and went over fine details with so 
much care. I am very grateful for her attention and hope to work with her in the future, she definitely made me feel worthy and 
confident enough!” 

Alyazia Al Hameli, Abu Dhabi "I truly appreciate 
all that Weyakum is doing for us Emiratis and the 
opportunities they're presenting to us, opportunities bigger 
than we ever imagined. Thank you, especially, to 
Weyakum’s founder Ameera, for her continuous support 
and effort in helping us realize our dreams & aspirations." 

Marwa Al Rahma, Dubai “I choose to learn from the 
best. When it comes to learning the way for the future, 
Weyakum helped me putting together my skills, knowledge 
and passion. Weyakum teaches that you can do it if you want 
to! Thank you for always being there.” 

Mariam Al Mualla, Sharjah “I can’t be grateful 
enough to Weyakum for introducing me to the UN Young 
Professionals Programme and helping me step by step 
with the application process. I would like to thank 
Ameera f or her endless support and for being 
available at any time to help us with our questions. 
Thank you for all the things you and your team have 
done for us. We will always continue to appreciate your 
help and your services for the upcoming years. Wish you 
the best of luck Weyakum!” 

Ahmed Al Khateri, Abu Dhabi “With the end of my 
under-graduate studies closing by I started to look for ways in 
which I can implement my knowledge as a citizen of the UAE. 
Through the help of Weyakum I was able to find and 
understand the application process of the UN-YPP. Weyakum 
was not only a great help in finding and applying to this 
program, it also broadened my understanding of giving back to 
the country. Looking at the efforts being made at Weyakum, I 
understood that self-enrichment and dedication are key 
elements that will help me give back to a country that never 
seizes to exceed the expectations of both its citizens and 
residents. With our great leadership and entities such as 
Weyakum, it is only natural that the UAE continuously moves 
forward.” Mozah Al Samahi, Fujairah “Weyakum is a 

great local initiative that provided me with the opportunity 
to apply for an employment program at the United 
Nations. I appreciate the time and effort given to help us 
go through with this process. I salute the determination, 
motivation, and valuable support that touched my heart 
to be able to apply for this opportunity. It is an 
opportunity that will enable young Emiratis like myself to 
shine across international boundaries professionally.” 

Qumasha Al Mazam, Dubai "Weyakum has 
introduced a new platform for Emiratis to experience.  My 
experience with Weyakum has been such an amazing 
journey! A special thanks to Weyakum’s Founder, Ameera 
who has dedicated her time and energy to make sure that 
we had everything together while applying for the YPP. The 
program is very important to me because I will be 
competing with international applicants to join the United 
Nations Young Professionals Programme. The UAE 
provides all the support necessary to women in the country 
and so it is our turn to work hard to show the world our 
skills and knowledge as women of the Emirates. I look 
forward to filling in the UAE quota at the UN as an Emirati 
woman!" 
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TESTIMONIALS 

What Emiratis Say About Us! 

Heba Al Hashemi, Abu Dhabi “I am glad I learned 
about Weyakum, and met the woman behind the initiative. It is 
truly uplifting to know such people exist in my country and such 
initiatives are taken to help more and more Emiratis into the 
world.” 

Noura Al Hajeri, Abu Dhabi “I would like to thank 
Weyakum for the sessions I have had to work on my YPP 
application and registration process. It was a pleasure 
dealing with Weyakum. I really appreciate their care and 
concern during all meetings, which greatly helped me to 
move forward. A special thanks to Ameera for her 
kindness and to all compassionate group who reside there. 
I consider her a model, and lead the team in providing 
consistency and delivered all expectations. I would highly 
recommend working with Weyakum team for the faithful 
and endless support.” 

  

Amal Al Marri, Abu Dhabi “I always aspired to 
work for the United Nations, but I never knew it was 
possible until Weyakum introduced me to the Young 
Professionals Programme. I would like to thank the 
Weyakum team for all the help and support they provided 
me throughout the application process and I believe that 
with Weyakum young Emiratis will be able to live up to 
their career potentials and fulfill their goals.” 

  

Hamda Fairooz, Dubai “I would like to start by 
thanking Weyakum to embrace us the way they did. 
Weyakum is a successful program in terms of developing 
the capacities of Emiratis and motivating them regardless 
of coming from different emirates and educational 
backgrounds. It built a spirit within us to accept 
challenges head on. I am proud to apply as an Emirati 
and help fill the UAE quota at the UN. I’m also so proud of 
the head of this program who has devoted much of her 
time and her efforts to publicize the program and motivate 
us by sharing many of her own challenging experiences. 
Thank you Weyakum for giving me this opportunity!” 

Asma Al Jasmi, Sharjah “I’m writing this letter to 
express my gratitude since it was a privilege being a part of this 
process. Furthermore, I would like to thank Weyakum for 
dedicating your time and effort in order to make this possible for 
each and every one of us. I have not come across such 
dedication like this before since people at Weyakum seemed to 
show remarkable desire to help and guide their applicants. I’m 
especially pleased about my experience with Weyakum and 
wanted to inform you that it has been extremely beneficial since 
I received the chance to improve my skills in different aspects. 
Once again, Thank you for all your effort.” 

Sultan Al Thehli, Abu Dhabi "I thank Weyakum 
for their guidance and help throughout my application 
process. Applying with their support made the whole 
process easier, more familiar, and an educating 
experience in and of itself." 

Moza Al Kindi, Fujairah “Weyakum made me think 
of new career opportunities that didn't cross my mind 
before. Their efforts to help young Emiratis in finding their 
career path are obvious and they give us all the needed 
time, attention and support.” 

Khulood Amer, Abu Dhabi “It was one of my best 
experiences to work with the Weyakum team. I would have 
missed one of my biggest dreams if I did not meet them to learn 
about the UN’s Young Professionals Programme. Special 
thanks to Ameera who did a lot for us by being there for us 
every day. Even when she was traveling she answered all my 
questions and skyped me if I needed help. I would never forget 
the effort she made to help me and explain everything to me 
patiently. Weyakum, everything you did was greatly 
appreciated!” 

Amna Al Owais, Sharjah “A big thank you to the 
Weyakum team for their tremendous support for me and all 
United Nations YPP applicants.  You've provided more than just 
support and guidance, but also continuous motivation. Thank 
you for encouraging Emiratis to go the extra mile!” 

Lamya Al Suwaidi, Sharjah “I was very much 
interested in the UN Young Professionals Programme and I 
was so glad to know that Weyakum offers intensive 
assistance in the application process. Given it’ my first time 
applying to the Programme, there would have been so 
many things I would've overlooked, but thanks to 
Weyakum's attention to detail, I managed to submit my 
application without any errors. I can't thank Weyakum 
enough for their endless help and the precious one on one 
time with me. I will definitely consult with Weyakum again 
should I need help applying to such programmes… I wish 
them all the best!” 
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Join us in playing an instrumental role in contributing to the nation’s efforts of 
creating a more diversified and competitive Emirati work force! 

 
LOOKING FORWARD WORKING WEYAKUM (with you)! 

  
 
 

OUR COMMUNITY  

hala@weyakum.org www.weyakum.org @weyakum @weyakum Weyakum UAE 
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